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The	first	book	to	include	songs	from	Vaughan	Williams’	
Suffolk	collecting,	published	in	1983.	
	
No.	86,	The	Red	Running	Rue	was	from	Billy	Waggs	from	
Orwell	(actually	in	Cambridge	of	course,	not	Suffolk).	





	
EATMT	projects	based	on		

Vaughan	Williams’	song	collecting	
	

Blyth	Valley	Voices	(Southwold)	2003-2004	
Waveney	Voices	(south	Norfolk)	2005	

North	End	Voices	(King’s	Lynn)	2005-2007	
Vaughan	Williams	in	the	East	2009	

	



Each	of	these	projects	included	the	following	elements:	
	
	
1.			Research	into	the	songs	collected	by	Vaughan	Williams	and	others	in	these	locations	

2.			Research	into	local	singers,	both	those	visited	by	Vaughan	Williams,	and	other	singers	

3.			Research	into	the	circumstances	of	the	collecting	trip	

4.			Publication	/	dissemination	of	songs	and	research	in	various	forms	

5.			Singing	workshops	for	adults		

6.			Schools	workshops		

7.			Final	concert	involving	schools,	adults	from	the	project	workshop	and	other	local	
singers	and	musicians		



Blyth	Valley	Voices	exhibition	panel	about	Vaughan	
Williams	(left),	and	the	whole	exhibition	–	designed	to	
be	portable	–	in	Cecil	Sharp	House,	London	(above).	



Children	from	the	local	primary	school	
rehearsing	a	song	with	Chris	Coe	in	St	
Edmund’s	Hall,	which	overlooks	the	
churchyard	where	many	of	the	singers	
from	1910	are	buried.	

Blyth	Valley	Voices	



“Blyth	Voices”	book,	first	published	2003,	
2nd	edition	2008.	
	
	
	
	
Details	of	the	30-minute	radio	programme	
about	the	project.	



Chris	Coe	with	workshop	members	of	the	2005	Waveney	Voices	project,	
looking	at	songs	collected	around	the	Diss	area,	on	the	Norfolk/Suffolk	border.	



Waveney	Voices	
	
Left:	Depwade	Union	workhouse,	
Pulham	Market	on	the	A140,	now	
converted	to	residential	use.	

The	song	Cold	Irons	noted	in	the	
workhouse	on	Dec	19th	1911,	and	below	
it,	Vaughan	Williams’	assessment	of	the	
songs	collected	by	himself	and	GSKB	
(Butterworth)	“near	Diss	Norfolk	Dec	
18th-22nd	1911.”	



North	End	Voices	
	
Inside	St	Nicholas	Chapel	in	
King’s	Lynn,	as	the	concert	
is	about	to	start.	

Early	North	End	Voices	exhibition	on	
display	in	St	Nicholas	Chapel.	



Alan	Helsdon	worked	with	large	numbers	of	
schoolchildren,	teaching	the	songs	of	the	North	End.	
This	was	a	BBC	Radio	Norfolk	project	called	
Northenders,	which	was	recorded	on	the	banks	of	
the	Great	River	Ouse	in	King’s	Lynn.	



2009	EATMT	conference:	
Vaughan	Williams	in	the	East	



Further	independent	research	since	2017	
	

• Southwold	updates	2017-2021,	culminating	in	“Up	from	the	Sea”	online	
presentation	for	the	Traditional	Song	Forum,	updated	article	on	katiehowson.co.uk,	
and	seven	further	articles	on	the	Unsung	Histories	website.	

• South	Norfolk	updates	2017-2019	culminating	in	“All	My	Life’s	Buried	
Here”	–	film	about	Vaughan	Williams’	colleague	George	Butterworth	and	updated	
article	on	katiehowson.co.uk	website.	

• King’s	Lynn	updates	2017-2021,	culminating	in	“100	Years	of	Singing	in	
King’s	Lynn”	presentation	for	the	Folk	Voice	conference,	updated	article	on	
katiehowson.co.uk,	and	five	further	articles	published	on	the	Unsung	Histories	
website.		

• South	Suffolk	research	–	work	in	progress	(unpublished).	
Full	details	on	where	to	find	my	updated	work	is	on	the	handout:	basically,	Vaughan	
Williams	stuff	is	on	katiehowson.co.uk	and	other	articles	are	on	unsunghistories.info	



Up	from	the	Sea		
by	Joseph	Southall	
(1920)	

Southwold	



The	Harbour	Inn,	1911.	
	
	
J.W.	Georges	drew	this	
from	memory	in	1930,	
and	he	is	the	man	on	the	
right,	with	the	pipe.	
	
Singer	Billy	Rogers	in	the	
centre,	with	the	black	tie.		
	

Southwold	

https://katiehowson.co.uk/southwold-singers-1910		



Martin	Shaw	(left),	friend	and	colleague	of	Ralph	Vaughan	Williams	(right).	The	two	
corresponded	about	folksong	collecting		and	Shaw	knew	the	Hurr	family	in	Southwold.	

Southwold	



The	2019	film	made	about	the	life	and	music	of	
George	Butterworth	–	the	DVD	is	still	available.	

South	Norfolk	

https://katiehowson.co.uk/south-norfolk-singers-1911		



King’s	Lynn	

Some	of	the	jigsaw	pieces	which	have	enabled	us	to	
identify	“Larley”	Benefer	as	Lol	Benefer	(nee	Bailey):		
1882	criminal	register	(Harriet	Ann	Bailey)	and	Lynn	
News	(“Lol”	Bailey);	RVW’s	manuscript	–	“Larley”	
Benefer.	



Henry	Flanders	(1842-1890)	was	a	
fisherman	and	fish	dealer	from	the	North	
End	of	King’s	Lynn.		
	
His	book	of	song	lyrics	has	been	passed	
down	through	his	family.		

https://unsunghistories.info/henry-flanders-songbook	

King’s	Lynn	



The	words	to	The	Hairin	Scarin	Fisherman	carved	on	a	stone.		
(Loke	Road	recreation	ground,	North	Lynn)	

King’s	Lynn	



In	1955	a	BBC	
radio	programme	
“Voyages	of	Jenny	
the	Third”	was	
recorded	in	the	
Tilden	Smith	pub,	
featuring	local	
singers	such	as	
Charlie	Fysh.	

King’s	Lynn	

https://unsunghistories.info/the-self-sufficient-singers-of-the-tilden-smith		



King’s	Lynn	



South	Suffolk	

In	1907	Vaughan	Williams	
made	a	brief	visit	to	
Hadleigh,	collecting	songs	in		
the	Shoulder	of	Mutton	
(green),	Kersey	Bell	(half-
timbered),	and	Cosford	
Union	workhouse	(below).	

Singer	Jacob	(Jake)	Willis	in	the	
1901	census	(bottom	2	lines).	
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Find	out	more	(all	on	your	handout):	
	

https://katiehowson.co.uk/		
https://unsunghistories.info/		
“Up	from	the	Sea”	(TSF	Online	23,	March	2021)	https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MEccGdRD8Fk				
“100	years	of	singing	in	a	fishing	community:	Kings	Lynn	1870-1970”	(TSF	Folk	Voice	Conference,	April	2021)	
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uzpPwss81AI	
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