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“Up from the sea and
& infrom the fields”

| An overview and update of research and projects
from King’s Lynn to Southwold, via South Norfolk
Katle Howson 26 November 2022
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The first book to include songs from Vaughan Williams’
Suffolk collecting, published in 1983.

RALPH No. 86, The Red Running Rue was from Billy Waggs from
ALICTSWANVAIRB LV Orwell (actually in Cambridge of course, not Suffolk).

SUFFOLK
78 Eggleston Hall 122
79 Wild and Wicked Youth 123
80 The Royal George 124
81 Jack Tar 125
82 Lovely Joan 127
83 The Dew is on the Grass 129
84 The Basker of Eggs 130
85 Broad-striped Trousers 132
86 The Red Running Rue 133
87 The Barley Straw 134
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EATMT projects based on
Vaughan Williams’ song collecting

Blyth Valley Voices (Southwold) 2003-2004
Waveney Voices (south Norfolk) 2005
North End Voices (King’s Lynn) 2005-2007
Vaughan Williams in the East 2009




Each of these projects included the following elements:

1. Research into the songs collected by Vaughan Williams and others in these locations
2. Research into local singers, both those visited by Vaughan Williams, and other singers
3. Research into the circumstances of the collecting trip

4. Publication / dissemination of songs and research in various forms

5. Singing workshops for adults

6. Schools workshops

7. Final concert involving schools, adults from the project workshop and other local
singers and musicians
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Blyth Valley Voices exhibition panel about Vaughan
Williams (left), and the whole exhibition — designed to
be portable —in Cecil Sharp House, London (above).




Blyth Valley Voices

Children from the local primary school
rehearsing a song with Chris Coe in St
Edmund’s Hall, which overlooks the
churchyard where many of the singers
from 1910 are buried.




“Blyth Voices” book, first published 2003,
2nd edition 2008.

h Voices

Folk songs from Details of the 30-minute radio programme
Southwold fishermen

collected by about the project.

Ralph Vaughan Williams in 1910

Blyth Valley Voices

oos BBC Radieo 4

First broadcast: Tue 17" Aug 2004, 12:30 on BBCRadic 4 FM

A century ago, the folk songs of the Blyth Valley inspired Vaughan Williams to write some of his best-
loved pieces. Paul Heiney goes in search of these ancient songs and finds that they have been
rediscovered, They are now part of a folk revival that thrives in the schools, pubs and Village halls Of the
Suffolk coast. Producer Peter Everett

Contributors

Unknown: Paul Heiney

Producer: Peter Everett
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Chris Coe with workshop members of the 2005 Waveney Voices project,
looking at songs collected around the Diss area, on the Norfolk/Suffolk border.




Waveney Voices

Left: Depwade Union workhouse,
Pulham Market on the A140, now
converted to residential use.
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The song Cold Irons noted in the
workhouse on Dec 19t 1911, and below
it, Vaughan Williams’ assessment of the
songs collected by himself and GSKB
(Butterworth) “near Diss Norfolk Dec
18th-22nd 1911.”



North End Voices

Inside St Nicholas Chapel in
King’s Lynn, as the concert
is about to start.

Early North End Voices exhibition on
display in St Nicholas Chapel.




Alan Helsdon worked with large numbers of
schoolchildren, teaching the songs of the North End.
This was a BBC Radio Norfolk project called
Northenders, which was recorded on the banks of
the Great River Ouse in King’s Lynn.
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Celebrating East Anglian folksong

A day of illustrated talks and an afternoon concert
ielling the story of composer Ralph Vaughan Williams'
trips to the ¢astern counties a hundred years ago to
collect folk-songs from fishermen and farmworkers.
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Talks include. That Preclous Legacy: Vaughan Willlams
arvd Essax Folksong' {Sue Cubbln, Essox Record Offica),
Voughan Williams in Cambridgeshire. Decphering the
Manuscripis’ (Mary Humphreys, singer & researcher) and
Vaughan Williams - Then and Now: Codflecting and
Communitics in Norfolic & Suffolk (Katle Mowson, East
Angsan Tradiional Music Trust). Thers wis also be a
unigue chance to see several exhibitions linked 10 the talke
Tickets are available for the whote day or for the concert
only. The concart lealures & selection of the folk songs
collected by Vaughan Wiliams in Ihe aastern couniies,
browght back to life by singers Chris Coe, Mary Humphroys
a0d Anghata, Adrion May, Sus Cubbwn and Elaine Barker
Fowt avund LaAcs piice 1 WRRGe vk Vikaas: Sl Wilbaswh is off he AL2 S
Bty i Satolk, and s 120 Fnor Rigih oo Sridirands D000 opds i
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2009 EATMT conference:
Vaughan Williams in the East



Further independent research since 2017

e Southwold updates 2017-2021, culminating in “Up from the Sea” online

presentation for the Traditional Song Forum, updated article on katiehowson.co.uk,
and seven further articles on the Unsung Histories website.

e South Norfolk updates 2017-2019 culminating in “All My Life’s Buried

Here” — film about Vaughan Williams’ colleague George Butterworth and updated
article on katiehowson.co.uk website.

. ’
= Klng S Lynn updates 2017-2021, culminating in “100 Years of Singing in

King’s Lynn” presentation for the Folk Voice conference, updated article on
katiehowson.co.uk, and five further articles published on the Unsung Histories
website.

e South Suffolk research - workin progress (unpublished).

Full details on where to find my updated work is on the handout: basically, Vaughan
Williams stuff is on katiehowson.co.uk and other articles are on unsunghistories.info




Southwold

Up from the Sea
by Joseph Southall
(1920)




Southwold

The Harbour Inn, 1911.

J.W. Georges drew this
from memory in 1930,
and he is the man on the
right, with the pipe.

“9 05, . T4 ‘ | Singer Billy Rogers in the
e S - centre, with the black tie.

https://katiehowson.co.uk/southwold-singers-1910



Southwold

Martin Shaw (left), friend and colleague of Ralph Vaughan Williams (right). The two
corresponded about folksong collecting and Shaw knew the Hurr family in Southwold.



South Norfolk

ALL MY LIFE’S
BURIED HERE

The Story of George Butterworth

The 2019 film made about the life and music of
George Butterworth — the DVD is still available.

Composer, folk song collecior

dancer, soldier

https://katiehowson.co.uk/south-norfolk-singers-1911
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Some of the jigsaw pieces which have enabled us to
identify “Larley” Benefer as Lol Benefer (nee Bailey):
1882 criminal register (Harriet Ann Bailey) and Lynn
News (“Lol” Bailey); RVW’s manuscript — “Larley”
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King’s Lynn
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’ K' ’ L
Henry Flanders’ song book Ing’s Lynn

LN T, TE. A slons Hsshonl Henry Flanders (1842-1890) was a
fisherman and fish dealer from the North
& ] ' End of King’s Lynn.

His book of song lyrics has been passed
down through his family.
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https://unsunghistories.info/henry-flanders-songbook



King’s Lynn

The words to The Hairin Scarin Fisherman carved on a stone.
(Loke Road recreation ground, North Lynn)



King’s Lynn

RADID Towts

RADIO TIMES — broadcast on 9t Dec. 1955

The Home Service

330 m. (908 ke's) 935 Mcis VHF
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10,30 MUSIC

WHILE YOU WORK
Ken Deaumont and his Sextet

11,0 Urveanich Time Sigeal

FOR THE SCHOOLS
o ane TowE, by Kar Paster

1130 ctusawy svainse 1 (BBC ™
rordisg)
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s 5" Islam and Um

Lard Kinrose

12.0 ANY ANSWERS?

12.30 MIDDAY MUSIC.HALL
Augmented
BBC Variety Orchestra
tLeader, Qeurgr Neascn
Conductor, Paul Fraooulhet
Records: Pauline Shepherd
Variety: Bill Pertwes
Radio: Cyril Fletcher
In Town Today: Lester Ferguson
Presestad by BN Worsiey

12.55 The Weather
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110 VOYAGES OF
*JENNY THE THIRD*
Hix ProgTannes drocritang
voyages made by Joha Seymour
and his wite, Sally, oo the rivers
and oxnals of Esstern and
Northern England; with record-
ing» made by some of the Criends

they met
$The beginning of e Jurasy
foesd the oonat of Bast Angtia inte
e Qreal Omse
Prwduesd by Francis Dillen
(BRI rvenrding!
B page &

1.4 THE
SOUTH SEA SERENADERS
Directed by Ermnest Penfold

https://unsunghistories.info/the-self-sufficient-singers-of-the-tilden-smith

In 1955 a BBC
radio programme
“Voyages of Jenny
the Third” was
recorded in the
Tilden Smith pub,
featuring local
singers such as
Charlie Fysh.



Repertoires compared by theme

Mi;d-la:e 1sth C:ntt;(rv Early 1900s Mid 20th Century
(Flanders songhook) (Vaughan Williams) (Seymour & Herring)

Patriotic

Sentimental _b |

Romantic

The significant differences are:
* the huge amount of sentimental songs in the Flanders songbook
* the complete lack of comic songs in Vaughan Williams’ collection

* the complete lack of romantic songs recorded mid 20t century
The themes of the sea and heroicism are found in all periods.

King’s Lynn
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South Suffolk

In 1907 Vaughan Williams
made a brief visit to

Hadleigh, collecting songs in
the Shoulder of Mutton

(green), Kersey Bell (half-
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SE=T L s Singer Jacob (Jake) Willis in the
o= - 9l 1901 census (bottom 2 lines).
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Credits & thanks for information and images:

Front page: “Up from the Sea” by Joseph Southall (1920)

Harbour Inn 1911 by J.W. Georges - lan Collins (author of “Making Waves”)
Community project photos — EATMT & John Halliday

Martin Shaw & RVW photo — Martin Shaw Archive

Manuscripts - Vaughan Williams Memorial Library, English Folk Dance & Song Society
Stewart Morgan Hajdukiewicz (“All My Life’s Buried Here” film)

Bob Jellicoe (author of “Shorelines”)

True’s Yard Museum, Southwold Museum

Find out more (all on your handout):

https://katiehowson.co.uk/

https://unsunghistories.info/

“Up from the Sea” (TSF Online 23, March 2021) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MEccGdRD8Fk

“100 years of singing in a fishing community: Kings Lynn 1870-1970” (TSF Folk Voice Conference, April 2021)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uzpPwss81Al

Katie Howson 26 November 2022




