‘Something entirely new yet absolutely familiar’:

J

the context for Vaughan Williams’s East Anglian collections.
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‘| remember clearly my reaction to the tune
of “The Cherry-tree Carol”, which was
more than simple admiration for a fine tune
though | did not then naturally realise the
implications involved in that sense of
intimacy.’

‘Musical Autobiography’ in Hubert Foss Ralph Vaughan Williams
London: George & Harrap 1950

Epe Cherry Tee ?_._... | ‘My Aunt had been much bitten by the
e e e e e = William Morris movement. She frescoed
; sunflowers on her walls and put bottled
glass in her windows. One of the
by-products of this movement was the
cult of the Christmas Carol.’

‘Let Us Remember’ English Dance & Song 6/3 1942
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Folk-Song Society [1898].




They say.
What say they?
Let them say.




.-u\.o, Y "...he was born with a quite unusually sensitive
| = 0 iImpetuous temperament (which in childhood naturally
” 3 was remarkably apparent ...)

“ ‘\ VWL CJS1/12/2/10/3 March 3 1909 Letter from Lucy Broadwood to Cecil Sharp

WINDOW & CROVE, 63 BAKER ST LONHODCN,
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‘If | only just say “thankyou” it means
that | can’t say all | shd like to — But |
remember years ago at St Georges
Square when | was v. raw how you
shewed me Purcell & Bach & many
things | did not know & as to
Folksong — it was you who 1st
iIntroduced me to it.’

3 Apr 1923
2185/LEB/1/202 Surrey History Centre, Woking
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"...this was what we
had all been waiting
for — something which
we knew already —
something which had
always been with us if

we had only known it.’

‘Let Us Remember’ English Dance &
Song 6/3 1942 p27



e 7 January 1905

‘The Red Barn’ (or ‘Murder of Maria
Marten’). Two variants from Mr Whitby
Tilney All Saints, Norfolk

« 8 October 1904

‘Maria Marten’, Mr & Mrs Verrall, Monk’s
Gate, Sussex

« 23 December 1904

‘Maria Marten’, Mr Booker, Kingsfold,
Surrey

https://www.vwml.org/record/RVW1/2/8



I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say

Horatius Bosar, 1846 KINGSFOLD CM.D
Tradstioral English melody
Arr by Rafph \oughan Willams. 1906
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11 hard the  voice of Je - sus say, *Come un - 0 me and rests
21 hoard the voice of Je - sus say, "Be « hold 1 free - ly give
£ | heard :_r voice of Je « sus say, "l am  this dark  woeedds  Lighi;
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S R e S s e e ...a lot of narrow minded people

Lay down. O wear - 1y onc, hy down  your bead up -« on my breast.”
The lv-ing  wa - & tharst -y ome,  sloop down and drink, and line”
Look un - 10 Meo thy  mom shall mise,  aed all your day  be bright*

refuse to use the tune if they think

It has Sexular (i.e. secular!!)
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e 1o - s 1 daank of  that life- gy - mg strcam;
| looked 10 Jo - sus, 1 found m o Him my Star,  my Sun;
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| found in Him n rest - ing  place, and He has made me glad,
My thirst was  quenched, my soul  re - wived, and now | live in Him.

And in that Tight of light I'E walk, 1l :.!._ ing days arc dane.
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25.—COME ALL YE FAITHFUL CHRISTIANS.
(CHRISTMAS CAROL.)

SUNG BY Mrs, WHEELER (AGED ABOUY 70), CHARWOMAN,

Twie noted by Anunie Webb. AT WeosLeY, HEREFORDSRIRE, 1904.
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Come all ye fath.fal Christ-i - ans, TFat dwell with-in this land,  That
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watch-ful of your lat -ter end, Be read - y when «y..nn called, There's
uw.ﬂ - -y - — 1 S —
S.M.n ﬂr .-Q. chang - es in  this world, me i o« ses, y- some g
Remember Job, the patient man, Come all ye worthy Christians,
The wise man of the East; That are so very poor,
He was brought down to poverty, Remember how Lazarus
His sorrows did increase. Stood at the rich man’s door,
He bore them all most patiently, A-begging for the crumbs of bread
And never did repine, That from his table fell ;
And always trusted in the Lord, The Scriptures doth inform us

And soon got rich again. He now in Heaven do dwell.

‘Maria Marten’

Come all you thoughtless
young men, a warning take
by me

And think of my unhappy
fate to be hanged upon a
tree

My name is William Corder
to you | do declare

| courted Maria Marten most
beautiful and fair.



C Tonian (Major scale) D Dorian E Phrygian

- 3 o B !lt."
— Q‘.I.;‘:I.:Wyl, Mi P—— = = = ‘I.&‘xli\-vw‘ _
L B E
F Lydian G Mixolydian
" <
%v = = = e — _‘ = o —m—— % = comnane u
A a— " — — N . - - .
.
A Aeolian (Natural Minor scale) B Locrian 2
- o - e = o - = - <
—— = w_

"...berserk on the flat
seventh and the sharp sixth

and the mixolydian cadence.’

‘Let Us Remember’ English Dance & Song 6/3
1942
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‘| very much believe in the folk tune theory - by
which | don't mean that modern composing is
done by sandwiching an occasional national tune
— not your own invention — between lumps of “2d

the pound” stuff...’

VWL201 Letter to Ralph Wedgwood February 1898

‘If a composer can, by tapping the sources
hidden in folk-song, make beautiful music, he will
be disloyal to his art if he does not make full use

of such an avenue of beauty.’

‘Musical Autobiography’ in Hubert Foss Ralph Vaughan Williams
London: George & Harrap 1950



RUBDER O

WARIA MARTIN

W. CORDER.

Coms all you thoughtless young men, & warning lake by me,
Aud think oo my cuv-vuz?s. w be _.-nw& upon » tree,
My name is Willlam Corder, to you I do declare,

1 courted Maria Martin, most beautiful and fair,

I promised 1 would marry her upon a certain day,

Instead of that, 1 was resolved, to take her life asay,

1 went into her father's hoase on the eighteenth day of May,
0 come, oy dear Maria, we'll fix the wedding day.

If you'l} meet me at the Red Barn, as sure as [ bave life,

1 will take you to Ipswich town, and there make you my wife;

1 straigh went home and fetch'd my gun, my pickaze and spade,
1 went into the Red Barp and Lhere I dug ber grave.

With beart so Jight, she thrught no harm, to meet bim she did go,
He murdered ber 2l 1o the barn, and Jaid ber body low,

Tbe horrid deed that ho had done, she lay bleeding in her gore,
Her bleeding mavgled body, he threw under the Red Born floor.

Now all things being silent they could not take no rest,

She appeared in her mother’s bouse, who suckl'd ber at ber breast,
For many a loog Boeaun. more, her mind being sorely oppress'd,
zasﬂu,n!no;-u3:832.-»-53_.

Her mother's wind being so disturb’d, she dreaw'd threo nights o'er
Her daoghter she lay murdered, under the Red Barn floor;

Sbe sent her fatber to the barm, when up the ground he thrust,
And there be saw his daugbter mingled with the dust.

Ay trial i bard, I conld not stand, most woeful was the sight,

When her jow bome was brought (o prove, which plerc'd my heart -

quite:
His aged motber standing by, likewise his loving uife,
And with her grief her hair she tore, she scarcels could keep Jife.

Adicu, sdiea, my loviog friends, my glass is slmnst run,
On Monday vext, will bo my last, when 1 am to be hang.
All xoung men that do pass hy, with pily lack on me,

My eentence is past, T Aie at Jast te by hargal opon 3 1ee

"...1 only believed in them vaguely, just as the layman
believes in the facts of astronomy; my faith was not yet
active.’

‘English Folk Songs’ The Music Student 4/6-11 (1912)

"...these great popular tunes were the property of

all those who by nationality, friendship or analogous

feeling found themselves in sympathy with them.’

Michael Holyoake, ‘“Towards a Folk Song Awakening: Vaughan Williams in Bournemouth 1902’ Ralph
Vaughan Williams Society Journal No. 46 October 2009

‘For the student a folk tune may be worth preserving for its
historical or archaeological interest - for the singer and

dancer there is only one test - is it beautiful?’

English Dance and Song 5/6 (1941)



"...a psychical researcher who has actually seen
a ghost for | have been among the more primitive

people of England...’

‘English Folk Songs’ The Music Student 4/6-11 (1912)
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